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the odyssey translated by t e lawrence an epic 12 000 line poem composed over 2 700 years
ago is the first adventure story in western literature it describes the ten year wanderings of
odysseus in his quest to return home after the trojan war hounded by the sea god poseidon
and championed by the goddess athene he encounters giants sorceresses and sea monsters
before finally reaching his beloved ithaca there he must endure the taunts of the suitors to his
queen penelope who have taken up residence in his palace at once enchanting fairy tale and
gripping drama the odyssey is eminently readable not least for the rich complexity and
magnetism of its hero an inspiration to writers as diverse as virgil swift and joyce the odyssey
has  proved  enormously  influential  and  continues  to  captivate  readers  of  all  ages

the odyssey is one of two major ancient greek epic poems attributed to homer rendered here
into english prose and translated by samuel butler it is in part a sequel to the iliad the other
work ascribed to homer the poem is fundamental to the modern western canon and is the
second oldest extant work of western literature the iliad being the first it is believed to have
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b e e n  c o m p o s e d  n e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  8 t h  c e n t u r y  b c  s o m e w h e r e  i n  i o n i a  t h e  g r e e k  c o a s t a l
region of anatolia the odyssey is the story of survival and reconciliation following the ten year
battle with troy where achilles was defined by warrior brutality odysseus king of ithaca is
defined by his intelligence and wit this epic poem follows odysseus on his adventures as he
struggles against the threats of sea monsters and the temptation of the sirens song to be
reunited  with  his  son  telemachus  his  faithful  clever  queen  penelope  and  their  kingdom

this edition of the odyssey books vi viii forms an introduction to homer for students of greek
the commentary aims especially to provide guidance on questions of literary and narrative
technique  and  poetic  artistry

homer s the odyssey stands as a monumental pillar in the grand edifice of western literature
conveyed in dactylic hexameter this archaic greek poem weaves a tapestry of adventure the
supernatural and the quest for home and identity its narrative explores the arduous ten year
homeward voyage of odysseus the wily king of ithaca after the fall of troy embedding within its
verses profound themes such as the nature of heroism the intricacies of human cunning versus
divine intervention and the search for nostos homecoming the odyssey s episodic structure and
rich oral tradition epitomize the artistic and cultural ethos of its time while continually
resurfacing in myriad forms through subsequent literary epochs homer presumed to have lived
during  the  late  8th  or  early  7th  century  bce  is  a  semi  mythical  figure  with  the  odyssey  and  the
iliad attributed to his genius his works encapsulate the nascent spirit of greek civilization
delicate societal norms and the perennial human struggle against fate and the caprices of gods
scholars postulate that homer s vision could have been informed by the collective memory of
real migrations and conflicts in the post bronze age mediterranean thus possibly grounding the
fantastical elements in concrete historical experiences the odyssey is an essential read for both
the literary aficionado and the historical scholar it offers insightful windows into the ancient
world and its worldview while its narrative continues to resonate with contemporary audiences
encapsulating eternal themes of resilience loyalty and the enduring power of wit it not only
enriches our understanding of early epic poetry but also provides timeless counsel on the
human condition the odyssey with its enduring legacy remains an invaluable treasure of
humanity  s  narrative  heritage

the great epic of western literature translated by the acclaimed classicist robert fagles soon to
be a major motion picture directed by christopher nolan a penguin classic robert fagles winner
of  the  pen  ralph  manheim  medal  for  translation  and  a  1 9 9 6  academy  award  in  literature  from
the american academy of arts and letters presents us with homer s best loved and most
accessible poem in a stunning modern verse translation sing to me of the man muse the man
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of twists and turns driven time and again off course once he had plundered the hallowed
heights of troy so begins robert fagles magnificent translation of the odyssey which jasper
griffin in the new york times book review hails as a distinguished achievement if the iliad is the
world s greatest war epic the odyssey is literature s grandest evocation of an everyman s
journey through life odysseus reliance on his wit and wiliness for survival in his encounters with
divine and natural forces during his ten year voyage home to ithaca after the trojan war is at
once a timeless human story and an individual test of moral endurance in the myths and
legends retold here fagles has captured the energy and poetry of homer s original in a bold
contemporary idiom and given us an odyssey to read aloud to savor and to treasure for its
sheer lyrical mastery renowned classicist bernard knox s superb introduction and textual
commentary provide insightful background information for the general reader and scholar alike
intensifying the strength of fagles s translation this is an odyssey to delight both the classicist
and the general reader to captivate a new generation of homer s students this penguin classics
deluxe edition features french flaps and deckle edged paper for more than seventy years
penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the english speaking world with
more  than  1  7 0 0  titles  penguin  classics  represents  a  global  bookshelf  of  the  best  works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary  authors  as  well  as  up  to  date  translations  by  award  winning  translators

the standard translation into modern english of homer s odyssey lattimore s translation of
homer s epic greek poem captures its fast moving narrative and vigorous language the volume
features an extensive introduction summarizing the story and analyzing the text and the
controversies surrounding it as well as a comprehensive glossary in this odyssey professor
lattimore has achieved his chef d oeuvre as a translator a dazzling and well nigh flawless
performance here is a master in perfect control of his medium a landmark in the history of
modern translation it would be a crime to underestimate the miraculous and self effacing
artistry with which professor lattimore has reanimated homer for this generation and perhaps
for  other  generations  to  come  times  literary  supplement

the second part of the odyssey takes epic in new directions giving very significant roles to
people of lower status and their way of life epic notions of the primacy of the aristocrat and of
the achievements of the trojan war are submitted to scrutiny books xiii xiv contain some of the
subtlest human exchanges in the poem as athena and odysseus spar with each other and
odysseus tests the quiet patience of his swineherd eumaeus the principal themes and narrative
structures especially of disguise and recognition which the second part uses with remarkable
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economy are established here the introduction discusses these topics and offers a detailed
historical account of the homeric dialect and remarks on metre the commentary pays particular
attention to the exposition of unfamiliar linguistic forms and constructions the literary parts of
the  introduction  and  of  the  commentary  are  accessible  to  all

the odyssey is one of two major ancient greek epic poems attributed to homer it is one of the
oldest works of literature still widely read by modern audiences like the iliad the odyssey is
divided  into  2 4  books  it  follows  the  greek  hero  odysseus  king  of  ithaca  and  his  journey  home
after the trojan war after the war which lasted ten years his journey from troy to ithaca via
africa and southern europe lasted for ten additional years during which time he encountered
many perils and all of his crewmates were killed in his absence odysseus was assumed dead
and his wife penelope and son telemachus had to contend with a group of unruly suitors who
were competing for penelope s hand in marriage the odyssey was originally composed in
homeric  greek  in  around  the  8th  or  7th  century  bc  and  by  the  mid  6th  century  bc  had  become
part of the greek literary canon in antiquity homer s authorship of the poem was not
questioned but contemporary scholarship predominantly assumes that the iliad and the odyssey
were composed independently and that the stories formed as part of a long oral tradition given
widespread illiteracy the poem was performed by an aoidos or rhapsode and was more likely to
be heard than read

from stephen mitchell the renowned translator whose iliad was named one of the new yorker s
favorite  books  of  2 0 1 1  comes  a  vivid  new  translation  of  the  odyssey  complete  with  textual
notes and an illuminating introductory essay the hardcover publication of the odyssey received
glowing reviews the new york times praised mitchell s fresh elegant diction and the care he
lavishes on meter which brought me closer to the transfigurative experience keats describes on
reading chapman s homer booklist in a starred review said that mitchell retells the first still
greatest adventure story in western literature with clarity sweep and force and john banville
author of the sea called this translation a masterpiece the odyssey is the original hero s
journey an epic voyage into the unknown and has inspired other creative work for millennia
with its consummately modern hero full of guile and wit always prepared to reinvent himself in
order to realize his heart s desire to return to his home and family after ten years of war the
odyssey  now  speaks  to  us  again  across  2  6 0 0  years  in  words  of  great  poetic  power  this
translation brings odysseus and his adventures to life as never before stephen mitchell s
language keeps the diction close to spoken english yet its rhythms recreate the oceanic surge
of the ancient greek full of imagination and light beauty and humor this odyssey carries you
along in a fast stream of action and imagery just as mitchell re energised the iliad for a new
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generation the sunday telegraph his odyssey is the noblest clearest and most captivating
rendition  of  one  of  the  defining  masterpieces  of  western  literature

homer s the odyssey is a cornerstone of western literature epitomizing the epic narrative form
with its intricate weaving of adventure morality and the human experience set in the aftermath
of the trojan war the poem chronicles the arduous journey of odysseus as he navigates myriad
challenges including mythical creatures divine interventions and the longing for home its lyrical
style marked by vivid imagery and repetitive structures engages readers while reflecting the oral
traditions of its time demonstrating the fusion of myth and reality within a rich cultural context
homer the ancient greek poet believed to have composed the odyssey in the 8th century bce
draws upon a vast tapestry of historical social and mythical elements that deeply resonate with
the experiences of his age though little is known about the poet s life the themes of loss
perseverance and identity in his work reflect universal human concerns suggesting that his
perspective may have been shaped by both personal and collective strife within the ancient
greek world this timeless epic is highly recommended for readers seeking a profound
understanding of human resilience and the pursuit of belonging with its universal themes and
captivating narrative the odyssey continues to inspire modern audiences offering insights into
the  complexities  of  the  human  spirit  that  remain  relevant  across  centuries

homer s odyssey has been called the first novel the first expression of the mind in literary form
and the best story ever written whether fans of suspense fantasy or human drama readers of
all ages thrill to homer s vibrant picture of odysseus on his decade long journey as he meets
the lotus eaters cunningly flees cyclops angers his gods resists the sexy sirens narrowly
escapes scylla and charybdis averts his eyes from medusa docks in exotic cities all the while
struggling  to  make  it  home  to  his  wife  and  son

having spent ten years fighting in the trojan war odysseus embarks on his journey back to
ithica to get there he must deceive a giant cyclops face poseidon s wrath and sail between a
six  headed  monster  and  a  raging  whirlpool

divided  into  2 4  books  the  odyssey  charts  the  return  journey  of  ulysses  from  the  trojan  war  to
the island of ithaca the gods from minerva to neptune help and hinder him through adventures
with enchantresses cyclops sirens ghosts and at his journey s end the rabble of suitors that
plague  his  wife

one of the oldest surviving works of literature widely read to this day homer s odyssey tells
the story of odysseus greek hero king of ithaca and his voyage back home following the
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cessation  of  the  trojan  war  the  journey  back  to  ithaca  lasted  as  long  as  the  war  itself  1 0  years
and was fraught with many perils and travails that would claim the lives of his entire crew
before their destination was reached assumed dead himself odysseus s wife is forced to endure
a flurry of eager suitors a must read for grecophiles that would make for a worthy addition to
any collection homer was the author of the two epic poems upon which the works of ancient
greek literature are predicated the iliad and the odyssey though homer is regarded as being
among the greatest and most influential writers of all time the question of when where and by
whom the illiad and odyssey were written remains unanswered although most scholars agree
that they were both written around the late eighth or early seventh century bc for thousands of
years the influence of the homeric epic has had on western civilization has been significant
having inspired a large number of its most famous works of art literature and film this version
of  homer  s  classic  was  translated  into  english  prose  by  samuel  butler  in  1 9 0 0  contents  include
homer an introduction by john henry wright the odyssey poem by andrew lang translations by
rev w lucas collins the odyssey the humour of homer an excerpt by samuel butler homer s
place in literature an excerpt by andrew lang and of homer an excerpt by george chapman

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united
states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and
distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the
work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and  relevant

this new edition of homer s epic poem is designed with the needs of undergraduate students
in mind the selections totalling almost half the full work include all the most famous and most
frequently taught episodes the edition features numerous explanatory footnotes an illuminating
introduction a glossary of names with a guide to pronunciation maps examples of scenes from
the odyssey depicted in ancient art and a range of other background materials that help set
homer  s  classic  in  its  historical  and  literary  context

the  odyssey  is  homer  s  epic  of  odysseus  1 0  year  struggle  to  return  home  after  the  trojan  war
while odysseus battles mystical creatures and faces the wrath of the gods his wife penelope
and his son telemachus stave off suitors vying for penelope s hand and ithaca s throne long
enough for odysseus to return a classic greek tale homer captured the essence of the story by
hand and the odyssey is one of the oldest extant works of literature read by contemporary
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audiences

having spent ten years fighting in the trojan war odysseus embarks on his journey back to
ithica to get there he must deceive a giant cyclops face poseidon s wrath and sail between a
six headed monster and a raging whirlpool but his biggest threat is his prolonged absence from
home as 108 suitors are vying for his wife s hand in marriage

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united
states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and
distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the
work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved
reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and  relevant

the odyssey is one of two major ancient greek epic poems attributed to homer it is in part a
sequel to the iliad the other work ascribed to homer the odyssey is fundamental to the modern
western canon and is the second oldest extant work of western literature the iliad is the oldest
scholars believe the odyssey was composed near the end of the 8th century bc somewhere in
ionia the greek coastal region of anatolia the poem mainly focuses on the greek hero odysseus
known as ulysses in roman myths king of ithaca and his journey home after the fall of troy it
takes odysseus ten years to reach ithaca after the ten year trojan war in his absence it is
assumed odysseus has died and his wife penelope and son telemachus must deal with a group
of unruly suitors the mnesteres greek Μνηστῆρες or proci who compete for penelope s hand
in marriage
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